
Feast of St Edward the Confessor 

My dear Friends,  

This weekend in Roath we celebrate the life and witness of one of our parish patrons, St Edward, King and 
Confessor. He was reputedly a devout and godly monarch who cared for the poor and sick, he made himself 
accessible to his people and reigned over a period of twenty years of peace. He helped establish the great 
Westminster Abbey where his shrine lies undisturbed and revered to this day.  

Since March many of us have been paying close attention to the buildings across the road from the Abbey to 
Parliament and 10 Downing St.  We have heard the daily or weekly briefings given by our Prime Minister, his 
cabinet Colleagues and many of their scientific and medical advisers. Closer to home our First Minister of 
Wales and his team have given their regular updates and guidance. Sometimes their instructions have been 
very clear and direct, at other moments it has been less so. There have been differences between various 
parts of the United Kingdom and contrasts made with other nations in Europe and around the world. Some I 
know are feeling confused and uncertain as a result.  

Many of us have to filter this advice and regulation into our daily lives, our workplaces, schools and colleges, 
shops and churches. We are all having to do things differently and adapt day by day to a so called 'new 
normal'. It is not easy and we may yearn for a return to the past. I am afraid that things will not be the same 
as they were before.  

I wrote to you recently recalling how the Anglican Church has sometimes resisted change. We are not alone 
in this. I heard on the radio recently a leading Methodist minister quoting an old adage about his 
denomination that it was ideally placed for when the year 1958 occurred again! Change is happening and if 
we use Cardinal Newman's word and call it development then it can be seen as positive and life enhancing, 
if sometimes unfamiliar and strange.  

At the time of writing all our parish officers, PCC, Committee members and clergy should have received the 
Llandaff Diocesan Ministry Area Handbook. We shall all be considering and studying this carefully to see how 
our churches and parishes will be working in the years ahead. In due course we will be meeting virtually or 
actually to discuss these measures. We shall also be receiving support and guidance from the senior clergy 
and officers of the diocese in how we can implement these changes.  

Please continue to pray for our leaders in Church and State and all who support and guide them as we face 
the future together. Let us look to the positive aspects of what is set before us and share that hope that we 
as Christians should rejoice in, knowing that we will constantly have God's love and support alongside us, 
Jesus said "I am with you always". 

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


